WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

.- 1. A method of constructing an excavating support structure/wear 
member assembly, said method comprising the steps of: 
5 providing a support structure having a projecting portion extending 

■ lengthwise in a forward direction and. having an exterior surface portion 
through which -a connector opening inwardly, extends, along an axis 
: generally transyerse to said forward direction; 

coaxlally mounting in said connector opening a connector pin in a 
10 manner permitting said connector pin to be rotated relative to said 
projecting portion of said support structure without causing appreciable 
axial movement of said connector pin relative thereto, said connector pin/ 
having a longitudinal portion extending outwardly beyond said exterior 
surface portion of said projecting portion of said support structure; 
15 providing a wear hiember having opposite front and rear ends, and 

a cavity extending for\A/ardly Into said rear end; 

mounting said wear member on said projecting portion of said 
support structure by causing forward movement said projecting portion 
of said support member and said outwardly extending longitudinal 
20 portion of said connector pin into said cavity of said wear member with 
said connector pin in a first rotational position thereof; and 

releasably locking said wear member on said projecting end portion 
of said support member by rotating said connector pin from said first 
rotational position thereof to a second rotational position thereof. 
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2, The method Of Claim i Wherein: 

said step of providing a support structure is performed by providing . 
an adapter, and 

said projecting portion is a nose portion of said adapter. 

5 . 

. . 3. The method of Claim 2 wherein:, 

said step of providing a wear member is performed by providing a 
replaceable tooth point. 

10 4. The method of Claim 1 wherein: 

; said releasably locking step is performed in a manner causing said 
outwardly, extending longitudinal portion of said connector pin, when 
rotated to said second rotational position thereof, to block forward 
removal of said wear member from said projecting portion of said support 

15 structure. 

5. The method of Claim 4 wherein: 

said wear member has an internal side surface recess area having an 
abutment portion, 

20 • said mounting step includes the step of causing said outwardly 

extending longitudinal portion of said connector pin to move forwardly 

through said recess area, and 

said releasably locking step is performed In a manner causing said 

outwardly extending longitudinal portion of said connector pin to be. 
25 brought into opposition with said abutment portion in response to 

rotation of said connector pin from said first rotational position thereof 

to said second rotational position thereof. 
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said method, further comprises the step of rotationally mounting a 
locking member on said wear member, 

said mounting step includes the step of interlocking said outwardly 
5 extending longitudinal portion of said connector pin with said locking 
member, in response to movement of said outwardly projecting 
Idngitudinal portion of said connector pin into said cavity, and ^ v: •-: 

sald.releasably locking step is performed in a manner rotating said 
locking meniber with said connector pin. ; 
■ ■ 10 . : 
7. The method of Claim 4 wherein: 
/ said wear member has an interior side surface projection thereon, 
said mounting step is performed Jn a manner moving said outwardly 
.extending Ipngitudinal portion of said connector pin past said projection, 
'• 15 ''..and' ' '•' 

said releasably locking step is performed in a manner preventing 
said outwardly extending longitudinal portion of said connector pin from 
moving rearwardly past said projection when said connector pin is in said 
' second rotational position thereof. 
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